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The Pulpit is now a military Drum in the ſtricteſt ſenſe; and the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace beat the War-Alarm with un- 
common vehemence. AXON. 


As Great Guns are the Ratio ultima Regum, fo treating their antagoniſts 
as Socinians, ſetting the Mob at them, and ſuch fort of Pauvretex, 
are the Ratio ultima Diſputatorum, and ſupply the want of ammu- 
nition: and yet it is not altogether fair and honourable war; it is 
ſhooting chewed bullets and glaſs bottles. Joxrix. 
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THE REV. JOHN GARDINER. 


J. 
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Sun, | | | 
8 you NE more than once Amed the cha- 
racter and office of a publick advocate for 
that ut and neceſſary War, Which has occaſioned 
ſuch deep and complicated diſtreſs, and concerning 
the continuance of which there ſeems now to be 
but one opinion, it was hardly to be expected; that 


you ſhould “ omit any favourable opportunity” of 


attempting to juſtify your conduct. I am not ſur- 
priſed, therefore, to find your © Reflections on the 
« Eloquence of the Pulpit” prefaced with ſometning 
of this ſort. How far you have fucceeded in the 
arduous enterpriſe, we ſhall preſently fee. 

You begin with informing your readers, ( amongſt 
other things,) that the War was undertaken, . with 
a view to « oppoſe the propagation of Principles 
66 which might be. prodjuctyyg. A. ſuch calamitous 

. effects, 


—— —— : — 3 


„ — — — — 


. 
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« effects, as had taken place in France“. * Nou, 
on this point, it may not be improper to obſerve, 
(for the fake of keeping diſtinct what ought not to 
be confounded,) that © the ſcenes of anarchy, crueity, 
« and miſery, which” (as you ſay) © prevailed in 
« that diſtracted KINGDOM”, were totally uncon- 
nected with the Principles; on which the French 
Revolution was founded.” pole principles are pure 
from all ſtain.— They did not, indeed, originate in 
France. They may be found in the immortal works 
of our on countrymen; and, what is more, and 
better, they may be found, written in the plaineſt and 
moſt indelible characters, in the Volume of eternal 
and immutable Truth. 

But even if theſe Principles had not been ſo clear 
and well-founded as they are, with what propriety 
could they become the object of War? That Prins 
ciples, if falſe, ſhould vaniſh before the light of reaſon 
and fair argumentation, is what one may eafily con- 
ceive; but that, whether falſe or true, they ſhould 
give way to Bombs and Cannon-balls, or be extir- 
pated by the Bayonet and the. Sabre, ſurpaſſes all 
conimon apprehenſion. Men may periſh; but Prin- 
ciples will ſurvive. 


And 


Ln — — 


„Will Miniſters thank him for this aſſertion? If this were really 
© the object of the war, they did not think proper to avow it, but told 
© parhament and the public that their aim, in going to war, was to ſet 
© bounds to the ambition and aggrandizement of France, and to repel the 
© invaſion of Holland. If they told the whole truth on that occaſion, 
© they ſurety cannot be very much indebted to a perſon, who, by way of 
© fupporting their cauſe, oppoſes to their declaration the moſt direct and 
© potitive contradiction”, w— MoxTHLY Rsvitew, May, 1794- 


1 


And yet, after all, (if we may credit your infor- 
mation, ) it was not ſo much what was paſſing in 
France, as what was paſſing at home, that occalioned 
the © falutary meaſure” of © the preſent unfortunate 
« conteſt in which we are involved“. For, „What 


« patriots was“ (you tell us) “ not a bare ſuſpicion, 
ce but a knowledge and fatisfaQtory proof that perſons 
« in this country eagerly coincided with the views 
« and were prepared to further the * of 2 
« foreign foe”. 

Now, ſuppoſing this to be true, the edviews queſ- 
tions ſeem to be, Why ſlept the thunder of the laus? 
Why were not theſe traitors brought to condign 
puniſhment?—And where ſhall we find an anſwer 
to theſe queſtions? Or where, indeed, ſhall we look 
for that “ ſatisfactory proof”, of which you ſpeak? 
We have had TRIALS, it is true: and what Ila 
they brought to light? Without doubt, Sir, they 
have ſufficiently manifeſted the zeal of the proſecutors, 
and the inriocence of the accuſed; and the ſhouts 
x of joy, which pervaded the nation, when the Verdicts 
were announced, harſhly as they muſt have grated 
on ſome ears, will long be matter of comfort and 
exultation to all who ſet a juſt value on .the Rights 
of Engliſhmen. F — © 


1 . —— CET — 
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+ © It was without contradiction. aſſerted in 0 Houſe of Commons, 
© that numerous warrants were prepared to be iſſued after the conviction 
of the ſtate prifoners, whom an Engliſh jury acquitted', 


A Word ia Defence of the 5 of Rights againſt Gacgixc BIILIS. 
5 By Tuouas Bzppozs, M. D. 


You 


excited the greate/? alarm in the' breaſts of all trus 


Bae, 


You proceed, Sir, to divide the Auti-Alarmiſie, 
as you ſtyle them, into three claſſes; and you ſpeak 
of their views and deſigns with as much confi- 
dence, as if, by ſome means or other, you had 
contrived to find your way into the councils of 
each. — What authority you have for this diviſion, 
I know not; neither ſhall I ſtay to inquire into the 
propriety of your arrangement. -So far as I am 
myſelf concerned in it, you are pleaſed to ſay, that 
to which of the three clafles I belong, not knowing 
who or what I am, you cannot poſitively determine. 
Moſt ſagaciouſly obſerved ! I queſtion whether Par- 
tridge himſelf ever exceeded this Oracular ſtrain. — 

You are, however, kindly “ diſpoſed to pronounce, 
that I do not belong to that claſs of Anti- Alarms, 
«< who, ſtimulated by a love of authority and power, 
« with to emerge from the hopeleſs obſcurity in 
« which they are plunged, and to attain the enviable. 
« popularity of a Marat, or a Robeſprerre”. 

You are perfectly right, Sir.—-I am too much in 
love with Obſcurity, to entertain a wiſh to quit it; 
and {till leſs am I deſirous of being raiſed to a ſtation 
of authority and power. 


Stet quicunque volet potens 
Aulz culmine lubrico: 
Me dulcis ſaturet quies, 
Obſcuro poſitus loco, 

: Leni perfruar otio. 
Nullis nota Quiritibus 
ZEtas per tacitum fluat. 
Sic cum tranſierint mei 
Nullo cum ſtrepitu dies, 


Plebeius 


C78) 


Plebeius moriar ſenexxn. 
IIli mors gravis incubat, 
Qui notus nimis omnibus, 

Ignotus moritur ſibi d. — 


You obſerve, moreover, that you do not find 
_—_— Worn 


F | 
& Senecz Thyeſtes. AR ii. Chorus. 
"Theſe beautiful lines have been badly paraphraſed by Cowley|| ; _ L 
know of no other tranſlation, May I then preſume to try what I can 
make of them myſelf? At all events, it will be no diſgrace to fall, where 
Cowley did not ſucceed, —— 


Amidſt the ſlippery turns of fate“, 

Which on exalted ſtations wait, 

Let others proudly dare to ſhine, . 

Be no ſuch raſh ambition mine! 
Rather, in ſome ſequeſter'd cell, : 
Midſt ſeenes of quiet let me dwell, | 

Yes—ever be reſerv'd for Me, 

The lap of fweet Obſcurity !— 

A man unheard of, and unknown, 

Plac'd at my eaſe, my time my own; 

There let my peaceful moments glide, 

Whilſt tumult roars on every fide; 

And never may their noiſeleſs flow 

Till death an interruption know. 

And let me, in a good old age,. 

Finiſh my earthly pilgrimage ; 

One of the People let me fall, 

And meet the common lot of all. 

On Him the fatal ſtroke, of courſe, 

Muſt come with aggravated force, 

Who, though too oft the trump of fame 

Dwells on his celebrated name, 

Feels the laſt lumber ſeal his eyes, 

And to himſelf a ſtranger dies. 


See his Diſcourſe iii, Of Obſcurity, 
* O world, thy ſlippery turns!” SHAKESPEARE» 


For my own private ſatisfaction, I had rather be maſter of wy 
k time, than wear a diadem'. Bisnor BERKELEY. 
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yourſelf authorized to impute to me © any motive of 
« diſloyalty or ſedition””; and therefore you relinquith 
this ground likewiſe, though with apparent reluctance, 
and a manifeſt deſire to fix ſome ſtigma of that fort 
upon me, if you could. For you obſerve that I 

« ſeem to ſmart as if I had received a wound, at 
« your intimating that there were perſons whote at- 
« tachment to their country was not ſo pure and 
“ zealous as they would have us imagine, and the 
« ſoundneſs and ſincerity of whoſe patriotic princi- 
© ples might be juſtly called in queſtion”. 

Now here, Sir, you are perfectly wrong. I did 
not feel for Myſelf: T felt for You, and lamented 
vour want of that © charity which thinketh no evil”; 
and without which, all Eloquence, whether French 
or Engliſb, whether of the Pulpit, the Senate, or the 
Bar, “becomes as ſounding braſs, or a tinkling 
« cymbal”. + 

Being thus pronounced by yourſelf" not to belong 
to your fir/? claſs of Anti-alarmiſts, let us take a pech 


at 


i. 


— — 


„* 


20 


+ Another remarkable inſtance of the ſame defect, in point of candour, 
may be found in Mr. G.'s Sermon on the Faſt Day, 1793. p. 18. 
Above all', ſays the Preacher, © beware of thoſe Characters of Am- 
© bition and Intrigue, who connected perhaps with the Commen Enemy, 
© UNDER PRETENCE QF A-SEASONABLE AND TEMPERATE REFORM, entertain 
* the moſt perfidious and malicious views—who wiſh to diſturb the tran- 
* quillity of the ſtate—by propagating the moſt deluſive theories, to excite 
a ſpirit of diſloyalty and ſedition—and by ſubſtituting anarchy and con- 
* fuſion for diſcipline and order, to promote one general ſtruggle for places 
* of Power and Emolument. Of ſuch falſe teachers, 1 ſay, my brethren, 
* beware. They may come to you in ſheep's clothing; they may dazzle 
you by the brightneſs of their genius, or the Towing of their arguments; 
' ," 8 but 
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at your ſecond, and ſee of whom it conſiſts.—If I 
rightly apprehend your meaning, Sir, this Claſs is 
reſerved excluſively for the Diſſenters; and therefore 
I cannot be admitted to the © honours of the ſitting”, 
—[t ſhould ſeem, then, that-I muſt be content to 
take my place in your third Claſs. And truly, when 
1 look round on thoſe who compoſe it, I find my- 
ſelf, upon the whole, in very good company. Nihil 
me penitet hujus Claſſis, ( as Pamphagus ſaid of his 
Noſe; )— Mee et cur paniteat ; as the "age Cacles re- 
ere ' 

FA Having 


F — ä 


0 «but inward!y they are ravening wolves their views are to aggrandize 
* themſelves at the expenſe of your happineſs.— 


—Tluſtrious WyviLlL! is it thus that thy patriotick labours, and thoſe 
of thy glorious Aſſociates are to be vilified and calumniated ?—But, as 
another Preacher obſerves, * There is no new thing under the ſun”. For 
ſuch has too often been the fate of ſuperior excellence, and heroick zeal 
for the publick good, in all ages and in all nations. SEP 
Romulus, et Liber Pater, et cum Caſtore Pollux, * 
Poſt ingentia lacta, Deorum in templa recepti, 
| Dum terras hominumque colunt genus, aſpera bells 
Cm ponunt, agros aſſignant, oppida condunt; 
Ploravere ſuis non 1 * favorem 
Speratum meritis, b 1021 _- Hor. 


| Edward and Henry, now the boaſt of fame, 
And virtuous Alfred, a more ſacred name, 
After a life of gen'rous toils endur d, TY 
The Caul ſubdu'd, or property ſecur'd, © 
Ambition humbled, mighty cities ſtorm'd, 
Dr laws eſtabliſh'd, and the world reform d: | 

| Cloyd their long glories with a figh to find 

Th' nn nn of baſe mankind. 


f * 


Porz't Initatior, 


X * See Triſtram Shandy; vol. iti, ch. 7. 
— Claſs is thus deſeribed: “ Thirdly, it would be a breach of 
„io. anne (A B 2 charity 
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Having thus diſpoſed of your . Anti- Alarmiſts, and 
left me to take my ſtation, where I could find it, you 
now proceed to matters which more immediately 
concern yourſelf, and your Reverend Coadjutors in 
the idle and [ſuperſtitions (not to fay impious) 
Mockery of conſecrating the Banners of War and 
Carnage;. a ceremony, pardonable, perhaps, in the 
days of Peter the Hermit, but which: ought not. to 
have diſgraced the cloſe of the Eighteenth Centuryt. 

You begin with vindicating your own conduct, 
and that of your Reverend Brethren; and to ſet the 
matter in a clearer light, you © Eg thin cm 


eee eee | — 
9 Suppoſe 
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« charity and candour not to admit that t true Lovers of their Country, 
© real Friends to the preſent Conſtitution did upon principle, however miſ- 
© taken or deluded might be their judgment, oppoſe the meaſures excited 
© by a juſt and ſalutary alarm. Beholding facts under different points of 
view, or ſuſpecting that they were not ſufficiently authenticated, or 
© confiding at alt events in the peaceable and good diſpoſitions of the mul- 
* titude, they ſaw | no danger which threatened them; and it i is not to be 
wondered at that they ſhould conſider the means 2 to guard againſt 
© it as unneceſſary and unwiſe.” REFLECTIONS &c. p. 7, 

t To a benevolent mind, how painful muſt it be, to ſee men whoſe 
profeſſed office it is to i feed the ſheep of Chriſt”, conſecrating Banners 
© of Blood to be waved as ſignals for their deſtruction l If we had 
© read of the late tawdry exhibitions having taken place in ſome remote 
© age of barbariſm, it would have excited a ſmile; we ſhould have pitied 
© the performers and paſſed by the circumſtance; but when we ſee theſe 
things taking place at the cloſe, of the eighteenth century, among a 
« people, who at the very moment are. boaſting | of heir n informa- 
* tion, it awakens other ſentiments'ﬀ—_—— - -, 

t The Folly and Evil Tendency of Superſtition expoſed: A 
Sermon ſuggeſted by the late Conſecration of hy in 

/ aious Parts of the Kingdom... 

| By SAMUEL Leung 


. 


« Suppoſe then”, you ſay, © that a Cergyman en- 
« joying in ſafety the revenue appropriated to his 
function by the State, protected in the exerciſe and 
<« profeflion of a. religion, he has adopted through 
choice, engaged by the moſt | ſolemn vows in its 
protection and ſupport—ſhould, however, ſo far 
« forget the ties of honour and conſcience as to take 
« an. intereſt in the cauſe of Democrats and Anarchs, 
« and become an avowed Advocate in the favour of 
« Socinians and Deiſts—Suppoſe, I ſay, ſuch a Cha- 
“ racter were to be found, in what colours ſhould 
« we repreſent him? ſhould we not ſtigmatiſe him 
« as blacker than the ungrateful Wretch deſcribed 
by the Poet, 

—ö — « alſentem qui rodit Amicum, 
| Qui non defendi alis culpante? 

« Should we not ſet him down as a ravenous wolf in 
« heep's clothing, as a Traitor to his Country and 
« King, an enemy to his religion and God 8 4:4 

Mercy on us, what a tragical buſineſs — But, as 
I intimated on a former occaſion, you appear to be 
fond of encountering the mere creatures of your own 
imagination, purely, as it ſhould ſeem, that you may 
havean opportunity of exhibiting your ſkill and addreſs, 
in ſuch a ridiculous combat, For, as to the ſtrange 
ſuppoſition, which you have here made, we may, I 
preſume, ſearch the Eſtabliſhment in vain fora Clergy- 
man who ſhall avow himfelf “an advocate in the fa- 
* your of Deiſts”; ; if by this you mean, an Advocate 
for 
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for their Creed. In other reſpects, indeed, I ſee not 
why a Clergyman ſhould be unwilling to exert him- 
ſelf as an Advocate in favour not only of Deiſts, but 
even of Atheiſts, or any other deſcription! of Unbe- 
levers, if he had the ſmalleſt proſpect of rendering 
them any eſſential ſervice; ſuch, for inſtance, as the 
reſcuing of them from the fury of Enthuſiaſts, or 
the relentleſs perſecution of Bigots.—And, as to 
« taking an intereſt in the cauſe of Democrats and 
C Anarchs”, this, I preſume, when tranſlated from 
the preſent faſhionable phraſeology into good old 
Engl, means neither more nor leſs than taking an 
intereſt in the cauſe of Liberty;—a facred cauſe, in 
which every man, be his profeſſion what it may, 
ſhould delight to engage; and in which, you know, 
Sir, ſome of the greateſt Ornaments of the- Church 
have exerted themſelves with IR zeal, "> 
and ſucceſs. 

«© O Nurſe of Freedom, ALBION, fy 

Thou tamer of deſpotic ſway, 

What man, among thy ſons around, 

Thus Heir to Glory haſt thou found? 

What page, in all thy annals bright, 

Haſt thou with purer joy ſurvey'd 

Than that where Truth, by HoapLy's aid, 


Shines through the deep unhallow'd ſhade 
Of Kingly fraud, and Sacerdotal night? 
« To Him the TEACHER bleſs'd 
Who ſent religion from the palmy field 
By Jordan, like the morn to cheer the Weſt, _ 
And lifted up the veil which heaven from earth conceal'd, 


To HoaDLyY thus he utter d his beheſt; ___ 8 85 
| : Go 
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Go thou, and reſcue my diſhonour'd law 
From hands rapacious and from tongues impure: 
© LET NOT MY PEACEFUL NAME BE MADE A LURE 
© THE 6NARES OF SAVAGE TYRANNY TO AID; 
© Let not my words be impious chains to draw 
The free-born ſoul, in more than brutal awe, 
© To faith without aſſent, allegiance unrepaid“ 


The inference you draw from the Contraſt is, 
that „Of all the Members in Society, the duty of 
< the Clergy has been at the fame time the moſt 
« gbvious and the moſt indiſpenſable”. And in this 
I entirely agree with you. ' For, (as one e wal exprefles 
it) © the men that are called Preachers of Chriſti- 
« anity ought to ſtand between princes and war, be- 
4 tween men and ftrife, between nations and blood- 
« ſhed; they ſhould be true teachers of the goſpel, 
« and, like the immediate diſciples of their bleſſed 
« Saviour, always MINISTERS oF PEACE”. 

But you, Sir, fee theſe matters in a very different 
light. You are for ſounding the Trump of War, 
and waving the Banners of Blood, amidſt ſcenes of 
carnage and deſolation. You are for carrying fire and 
{word through one of the faireſt portions of the globe; 
with the pious intention, forſooth, of erecting the cr 
of Chriſt, on the ruins of devoted cities, and amidſt 
countleſs myriads of the dying and the dead | 
It is in vain that you now attempt to explain this 
away; for ſo infuriate has been your zeal, that you 


have 


- * Akenfide's Ode to Biſhop Hoadly;—* a more laſting ele; 
ſays the Editor of his Lordſhip's Works, © than that which was executed 
* by Mr, Wilton, and erected to his memory, in the cathedral of Win- 
« cheſter”, re] BaiTiSH BioGkarty, Vol. ix. p. 170. 


( 16. ); 


have exhorted your hearers to perſevere in tlre pre- 
ſent war, if occaſion ſhould require, even to the 
Extermination not only of Men, but of Opinianst j 
and having moreover ſolemnly aſſured them, that 
they are engaged in © the Cauſe of GoD.and IEsus 
« CygisT”, you have called upon them to „g 
« in being Inſtruments. of the Wagen Mi the Moſt 
« High! !&”. 3 
But then it muſt be 1 "that this. was this at. 
a time, when (certain previous conditions being. duly 
performed on our part,) we were to © reſt aſſurec 
« that ſucceſs would crown our efforts” „ and when, 
« the victories. already gained by our, allies”, and. 
« the miſerably diſtracted and, deſponding ſtate of 
« our enemy were proofs that the God of Battles 
« had hitherto ſupported our arms ||?” Since that 
period, we have witneſſed very different ſcenes; and 
your tone is accordingly zend to ſuch à degree, 
that 
+ Sermon on the Faſt Day, 1793. p. 21, and NN on the Duties 
of a Soldier, p. 20: Note. 


Opinions were never yet driven out of a country by pikes, and ſwords, 
and guns. By force and power, no opinion good or bad, truth or hereſy, 
has ever been ſubdued”, Mr. Fox. «ro on the Alien Bill. 


& Sermon on the Faſt Day, 72 77 P- 22. 
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| Sermon on the Faſt Day, 1793. p. 23 


Heaven, whoſe battles we fought, would (it was faid) SAL our 
© undertakings, The Divine vengeance would direct the weapon home; 
the goodneſs of our cauſe would paye the way to ſucceſs ; the wicked- 
* neſs of the enemy was to make victory certain, The Anarchiſts, 
* Atheiſts, and Murderers, would fly like ſheep, before the orderly, reli- 

« gious, and humane troops of the princes of this ſecond ſacred league', 


Reaſons for Peace. A Diſcourſe, delivered in the Union Chapel, 
Birmingham, on the Faſt Day, 1795. By D. Jox Es. 
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that inſtead of boldly advancing to the Conqueſt of 
France, and to the dreadful work of Extermination, 
your auditors are now only to be exhorted to © repel 
« invaders! *””, And this, you would have it believed, 
is the utmoſt extent of hoſtile oppoſition, to which 
you and your Reverend Brethren have excited your 
fellow citizens. But I have ſufficiently ſhewn, that 
there was a time, when your zeal hurried you far be- 
yond theſe limits; and it is well known, that ſeveral 
« Warlike Sermons” (as a certain Writer ſtyles 
them) „ have been heard from Divines, who run 
« from pulpit to pulpit, and there lift up their voices 
« like trumpets, not to ſhew the people their tranſgreſ- 
« fions, for which they have a commiſſion,” but to 
« excite to War; for which” (adds my Author) I 
« believe they have no particular commiſſion; and, 
« I am ſure, their general commiſſion is quite con- 
« trary, they being directed to perſuade men to 
« Peace + .— 


You 


r 


* 
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+ *”Tis faid, that by the Law, a Prieſt ſhould not have his vote in a 
« cauſe of blood: it is, I am ſure, incongruous (to ſay the leaſt of it) that 
a Miniſter who is commanded to pray daily in the congregation=G7ve 
peace in our time, O Lord; and to diſmiſs the congregation with a Be- 
nediction of Peace, —T he Peace of God, &c. ſhould have his voice fo 
« deep in blood, as to encourage the waging war, Doſt thou with the 
* {ame mouth preach Chrif, the Prince of Peace, and praiſe War? 
« Whence didſt thou learn this doctrine, or what example haſt thou for 
« preaching it? It is certain that Feſus Chrift and his Apoftles taught 
and perſuaded Peace, What hath a Preacher of the Goſpel to do with 
War, except it be to preach againſt it? Take heed then, ye that are 
Preachers, leſt, as it is ſaid of the Preachers of the Goſpel, How ou 
| C s tifu 
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You will now permit me, Sir, to take notice of 
the diſingenuous manner, in which you have had 
recourſe to one of the little Arts of Controverſy, by 
aſcribing to me what I have no where ſaid. 

Having obſerved, that, of all deſcriptions of per- 
ſons, except, perhaps, the members of adminiſtration, 
none have received a more liberal portion of calumny 
and abuſe, than many of the Clergy; on account of 
the part they have taken in giving encouragement 
and ſupport to the preſent war, you tell us, that they 
have been repreſented © as delighting to exert them- 
“ ſelves in a ſanguinary cauſe;—as loving that hor- 
« rid monſter War for its own fake; —as wilfully 
violating the commands of the founder of their 
« religion as being influenced by ſiniſter motives, 
« by proſpects of a temporal reward”. —And with 
« what degree of candour and liberality theſe inſinu- 
« ations have been thrown out, take” (you add) 
« the Remarks in queſtion as a ſpecimen .“ | 

You muſt allow, Sir, that it would be extremely 
natural for a reader of this paſſage of your pamphlet 
to conclude, that what you have marked with inverted 
commas is to be found in the faid Remarks, And I 
leave you to judge what his feelings muſt be, when, 
on referring to thoſe - Remarks”, he ſhould not be 

able 


mn 


« ziful are the feet of them that preach the goſpel! of Peace, it be ſaid of 
* You, How hateful is the voice of the Miniſter, who, min. his 
Calling and Commiſſion, incites to Var! 


An Exhortation to Peace. 
By LioxEL GATEORD, B. N. 
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able to find any of theſe expreſſions.—It is no where 
faid, in thoſe “ Remarks”, that the Clergy delight to 
exert themſelves in a ſanguinary cauſe—it is no Where 
ſaid, that they /ove that horrid monſter, war, for it's 
oon ſate—it is no where ſaid, that they wilfilly violate 
the commands of the Founder of their Religion— 
it is no where ſaid, that they are influenced by ſiniſter 
motives, by proſpects of a temporal retuard. -In ſhort, 
Sir, of the Clergy in general, not a ſyllable is ſaid! 
Of Yourſelf, in particular, it is, indeed, affirmed, 
tnat you have exerted yourſelf in a ſanguinary cauſe; 
which you will not deny. But as to any delight 
that you may have felt on the occaſion, nothing is 
ſuggeſted. Neither is there any thing ſaid of your 
« [ove of war”, whether “ for it's own ſake”, or on 
any other account.--Neither is there a ſyllable to be 
found, which charges you with “ wilfully violating 
« the commands of the founder of our religion” ; 
nor are you repreſented “ as being influenced by 
« ſiniſter motives, by proſpects of a temporal re- 
« ward”: For, on this laſt point, the alluſion, to 
which you refer, is no more than a natural ſuppoſi- 
tion, that merit, ſuch as yours, could not long eſcape 
notice, or go without a ſuitable recompenſe. 
So much for the artifice and deception of inverted 
commas |— 
You proceed to exclaim, © In reading theſe Re- 
« marks, who would imagine that the diſcourſe which 
is the object of them has for it's text a ſolemn ad- 
« dreſs to the DEITY for a ceſſation of arms?“ — 
Alas, Sir, it is no uncommon thing for a Diſcourſe 
C 2 — 
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to be at variante with its Text. It was the beauty 
of poor Yorick's Sermon, indeed, that it would ſuit 
any Text, and the beauty of his Text that it would 
ſuit any Sermon. But this was a ſingular caſe. Such 
felicity of adaptation is rare. 

Dur Text, it is true, expreſſes a wiſh for Peace; 
but your Diſcourſe breathes War, and the worſt and 
moſt inexcuſable of all wars,--a war in defence of 
Religion — No- ſay you,—< My ſentiments (and 
64 believe I might anſwer alſo for thoſe of my bre- 
<« thren) are ſufficiently explicit. It is aſtoniſhing 
« how malice and ingenuity united can affix to them 
« any other meaning than this—viz. that religion 
ce conſidered in itſelf as of heavenly origin, cannot be 
affected by the machinations of impious and aban- 
“ doned Men, and that it may truſt ſolely to ſpiritual 
ce and divine Authority for it's ſupport—but that 
« againſt Uſurpers who would with to deprive us of 
« the right and means of diſcharging the public du- 
ce ties of this religion, it is lawful and even neceſſary 
« to reſort to human force, and reſiſt their attempts to 
« the utmoſt . 

Soft and fatr, Sir. This is not the firſt time you 
have attempted to explain away your meaning.—In 
your Sermon on the Faſt Day, in 1793, you expreſsly 
deſcribed the preſent war as being © the cauſe of our 
& holy religion, our preſent faith, and future hope— 
« —jn one word, the cauſe of Gop and JIESUs 
« CHRIsT”—; and (as I have before obſerved,) you 
proceeded to the terrible length of exhorting your 


hearers 
——— 1 
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hearers to © glory in being inſtraments of the 
« vengeance of the Moſt High”.—In your Sermon 
on the Duties of a Soldier, you informed the gallant 
corps, to whom you addrefled yourſelf, that the French 
had aboliſhed the Chriſtian Religion, and called 
upon them to conſider themſelves as champions in 
the cauſe of CyRIsT”*. And in your laſt Diſcourſe, 

you 


* 
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$ © Did the French overturn Religion? Aſtoniſhing people! All your 
* atchievements prove you ſuch. This outdoes all. What the Diccletians 
and Julians of antiquity eſſayed in yain to accompliſh in a fucceflion of 
« years, ye had the power and addreſs to bring about, as it were, in{tan- 
* taneouſly, A religion, the progreſs of which, in it's infant Rate, they 
could never arreſt, this religion, poſſeſſing the credit of long eſtabliſn- 
* ment, interwoven with the moſt powerful intereſts in the country, ye, 
* we are told, completely overſet. Upon a cloſer inſpection, however, 
of the matter, we find that the overthrow of religion is not to be in- 
« ſerted in the liſt of your exploits, nor yet to be added to the catalogue 
of your crimes. Religion had diſappeared long before you aſſerted your 
Rights; it's ſhadow remained; this you chaſed; a Superſtition in the 
laſt ſtage of it's decline you overturned, You curtailed the wages of 
« hypocriſy, and the phantom flunk out of fight. That there exiſts ſs 
© little religion in France, is a circumſtance much to be lamented; but 
for that circumſtance the Revolution has not to anſwer ; it is to be laid 
to the charge of the Romiſb Corruptions, to that of the profligacy and 

* infidelity of the Clergy'.—— 
Jowes's Sermon, at the Union Chapel, Birmingham, 

on the Faſt Day, 1795. 


Miſs Williams ſeems to expreſs this matter correctly, when ſhe ſays, 
that the Commune of Paris annihilated the Religion of the Country" .,— 
Every one knows what that Religion was. 


* A Preacher of a different ſtamp, on the Faſt day, 1795, thought it 
aeceſſary to take up the ſtumbling-block” that was before his hearers,— 
* a vindictive zeal—a worldly goſpel—and a miLitTaxy CurisT. Be- 
© lieve it—Chriſtians !' (ſays he) © your religion accepts, with much coy- 
* neſs and timidity, the hard f mar for it's ſupport ; but from the /word 
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you admoniſh your hearers not to behold with indit- 
ference the blows aimed at our holy Religion; obſerv- 
ing, at the ſame time, that a total abolition of Chriſ- 
tianity is threatened. —But now, all this is to be 
fofrened, or done away, and it is only © againſt 
« Ufurpers who would wiſh to deprive us of the 
« right and means of diſcharging the public duties 
of this religion”, that you judge it © lawful and 
< even neceſſary to reſort to human force, and reſiſt 
« their attempts to the utmoſt”, 
This, Sir, you ſay, is what you mean. And even 
admitting the ſentiment to be juſt, ſtill the propriety 
or it's application to the preſent caſe may well be 
queſtioned, 


„ 


© of man it flies with horror and diſguſt. It is cheriſhed and delighted 
© only with his voice, when by that voice are uttered in ſublime ſimplicity 
© the mild and amiable accents of the Goſpel. Is it then the ſtupor of 
© our faculties, or the violence of our malignant paſſions, which hinders 
© us from perceiving what manner of ſpirit we are of?” In either caſe, 
© a deliverance from this earthly thraldom is ſurely a conſummation de- 
© voutly to be wiſhed; a bleſſing for which it were excuſable to weary 
© Heaven with prayers. If it were poſlible that this pure wiſh could ever 
© be accompliſhed ; if Heaven, in return for our fincere contrition, ſhould 
© grant us, at this moment, to awake from the bewitching letharg y of 
© corr1ptiot, how ſhould we be aſtoniſhed at recollecting the wild diſorder 
© of thoſe dreams in which we had conſorted things the moſt oppoſite in 
© all their qualities and attributes; at thoſe fantaſtic ſlumbers, in which 
© our deluded fancies had led us to behold the pure ethereal form of Chriſ- 
© tianity leaning familiarly on the fleſhly arm of Policy, or ſculking for 
protection behind the Warrior's ſhield !? 


War the Stumbling-Block of a Chriſtian ; or, The Abſurdity 
of defending Religion by the Sword. —A Sermon on the 
Public Faſt, Feb. 25, 1795. 


By the Rev. J. H. WILLIAMS, LL. B. Vicar of 
Wellſbourne, Warwickſhire. 
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gueſtioned. For in what inſtance have the French 
Uſurpers attempted to reſtrain us from the diſcharge 
of the publick duties of our religion? Or if we are 
to conſider the obſervation as a general propoſition, 
then I muſt beg leave to expreſs my doubts both as 
to the lawfulneſs and the neceſſity of the meaſures 
you propoſe. At leaſt I fee nothing in the Goſpel 
that can juſtify Chriſtians in taking up arms, for the 
purpoſe of fighting their way into a church, or any 
other place of publick worſhip. So far from it, that 
ſhould they, at any time, be deprived of © the privi- 
« lege of frequenting their temples and altars”, in- 
ftead of oppoſing force to force on ſuch an occafion, 
it ſeems to me, that it would favour more of the 
Evangelical ſpirit and temper, if they would follow 
the advice of their Divine Maſter, and “ enter into 
« their cloſets, and ſhut their doors, and pray to their 
« Father which ſeeth in ſecret”, for the comfort and 
ſupport of that holy and ſanctifying Spirit, which, as 
the Poet obſerves, | 
does prefer 
Before all temples th* upright heart and pure f. 

You ſee, Sir, how utterly averſe I am from all 
violence and bloodſhed. —But you will inſtantly ard 
triumphantly exclaim, © Do you mean to ſay, that 
War is in no caſe juſtifiable? Do you mean to fav, 
that if a Frenchman miſſes his blow aimed at an 
« Engliſhman's throat the firſt time, he is to preſent 
« it to him the ſecond, becauſe our Saviour has 

„ declared, 


— 


— 
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+ Paradiſe Loſt, B. 1, Invocation. 
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e declared, II hoſoeuer ſhall {mite thee on thy right cheek, 


« turn to him the other alſo? 

Why really, Sir, in anſwer to the former of theſe 
queſtions, mult adopt the language of the venerable 
Dean of Peterborough, and obſerve, that © to ſay the 
truth, it requires ſome degree of ſophiſtry to form 
A complete Juſtification of War under the Inſtitu- 
« tion of Chriſtianityt”'.—With reſpe t to your ſe- 
cond queſtion, I am well aware that our Saviour's 
expreſſions are not to be underſtood ftrictly and li- 
terally; but give me leave to obſerve, that you have 
not put the caſe exactly as you ought to have put it: 
for, conſiſtently with the general ſtrain of your Diſ- 
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See a Diſcourſe delivered in the Cathedral Church of gi pant or 
on he Faſt Day, 1795. 

The good Dean adds, chat War is doubtleſs permitted, ol may be 
maintained in circumſtances which make it abſolutely neceſſary for 
« Seli-defence. But as Self-defence is a word not of a clear and ſimple 
idea, and is not fo defined as that in all caſes it ſhall be preciſely known 
© how far it may be legitimately extended, therefore under the pretext of 
Self- defence, there is great room for Self-deception|}', _— 

To the fame effect, the celebrated Dr. Knox, in his Preface to ** Anti- 
tt >clemus, or the Plea of Reaſon, Religion, and Humanity againſt 
« War”, has the following obſervation :—* T utterly diſapprove all War, 
but that which is ſtrictly defenſive; a War, literally, truly, and not 
* /-ſuitically, a DEFENSIVE WAR pro Aris et Focis', 

Our readers* (ſay the Monthly Reviewers) are well apprized of our 
© invincible hatred of a// Wars; againſt which we will declare war (the 
«war of the pen) with our laſt breath”. 

MoxnTHLyY Review. Nov. 1795. p. 330. 


c 


Upon this ſubject' (ſays the Dean, in a note,) © conſult Grotius, 
B. 2. ch. 22. Puffendorff. B. 8. ch. 6. Paley. B. 6. ch. 12. From 
che enumeration of the unjuſtifiable Cauſes of War, it will be very diffi- 
cult to name a War which bas for it's Origin a juitifiable cauſe.— 
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courſes, the queſtion ſhould not have been, Whether, 
in the inſtance you allege, the Engliſhman ought to 
preſent his throat a ſecond time to his aſſailant, but 
whether he-ought to cut the throat of the French- 
man? And truly, Sir, in ſuch circumſtances, a Chriſ- 
tian, I think, might not only be allowed to heſitate; 
but ſhould he decline the bloody deed, he would, 
apprehend, act moſt agreeably to the benevolent _ 
and tenour of his Maſter's doctrine. - . . + 

You go on to ſay, that it 1s © illiberal to ſuppoſe 
« you can be zealous in carrying on the war, on any 
« principle but that of neceflity”: And you aſk, 
© Whether this neceſlity can be more urgent than 
« when our civil and religious rights and liberties are 
not only threatened, but actually attacked? - And 
may I not be allowed, Sir, to aſk, in my turn, 
Where, when, and by whom this attack has been 
made? For till this matter be clearly aſcertained, 
we may, I think, be excuſed, if we ſuſpend our 
judgment with reſpect to this aſſumed Neceſſity. 

No—ſay you for © the juſtice and neceſſity of 
« the preſent war has been demonſtrated by argu- 
ments drawn from incontrovertible /a&s;--and that 
with an ability and force which muſt carry wiki 
them to every honeſt and impartial mind an irre- 
ſiſtible convictionꝰꝰ: And for this demonſtration, 
you refer us to the writings of Mr. Arthur Young, 
and Mr. Bowles, And thus you cloſe your Political 
diſcuſſions.— ö | 

I might have been tempted, Sir, to offer a feu 
remarks on what you have here ſaid, had I not caſt 
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my eye on the very extraordinary Note, which diſ- 
graces the ſame page. But when 1 found you not 
aſhamed to ſtigmatize with the appellation of RE- 
BELLION that glorious effort, which ſet America free, 
I thought it high time to have done with your 
Politicks.—Leaving, then, © the juſtice and neceſſity 
Hof the war” to be debated between Mr. Arthur 
Young and Major Cartwright, or between Mr, 
Bowles and The Calm Obſerver, let us haſten to ano 
ther topick. ; 

You have attempted to diſcover the Author of 
the Remarks, by internal evidence, and have failed 
in the attempt. I know not, Sir, that it is incum- 
bent upon me to relieve you from this embarraſſ- 
ment; for your concern, I apprehend, is with the 
Remarks“ only, and not with the Writer, perſonally 
conſidered. You appear, however, not only to have 
attended pretty much to this inveſtigation yourſelf, 
but to have been aſſiſted by the counſels of others; 
and ſtill you are at a loſs to know © who or what” 
the Author is. 

At firſt, you were © diſpoſed to regard him as a 
« member of the eſtabliſhed church - but you were 
unable to reconcile his conduct as ſuch with that 
<« propenſity and zeal which he manifeſts in attacking 
and diſcrediting, on all ſides, the paſtoral inſtruc- 
c tions of the Clergy”. 

Sir, you do me wrong. For the Paſtoral Inſtruc- 
tions of the great © Lights of the Church' of Eng- 


land, I have the utmoſt reſpect and reverence, The 
| only 
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only & paſtoral inſtructions” that I have ever attacked, 
or wiſhed to diſcredit! are your own crude effuſions, 
and the noiſy Rant, and incoherent Talk, of Meſſieurs 
Langdon and Beaver*.—PASTORAL INSTRUCTIONS, 
torſooth |! | 
O rem ridiculam, Cato, et jocoſam ! 

To theſe © Paſtoral Inſtructions”, I oppoſe, (you 

ſay) with triumph © arguments drawn from Socinian 


<« pens, 
* The laſt-mentioned Divine has obliged the good people of Yeovil 
with a ſecond Harangue||, wherein he has laid before them a moſt nota- 
ble diſcovery that he has lately made; which is neither more nor leſs 
than this; — That the DR vil is not only the Author of the French Revo- 
/ution, but of all the Murmuring and Diſcontent, which have prevailed in 
our own country ! | 
Let no one queſtion the truth of this Diſcovery, It is a clear caſe: 
for the Preacher reminds his Hearers, that both he and they actually ſaw 
the Demon of Fury and Diſcord waſted over? (in a Balloon, I ſuppoſe, ) 
© from the regions of bloodihed, anarchy, and every evil work, to theſe 
* once happy abodes of peace, order, and proſperity': And, upon his 
arrival, the ſaid Demon was as active as a Frenchman, in ſcattering his 
« firebrands about”; inſomuch that had it not been for * the vigilance and 
© wiſdom of thoſe whom Providence hath enabled to baffle his execrable 
« devices, we had, ere now, been deſtroyed by the blaſting of the breath 
© of his mouth”. —A fearful viſion this, no doubt! or (as Mr. B. expreſſed 
himſelf in his former Diſcourſe,) A horrible Phenomenon !* hardly to 
be ſurpaſſed by any thing that Jh Bunyan ever ſaw, or dreamed that he 
ſaw.—But why, in ſuch perilous circumſtances, this worthy Paſtor ſhould 
leave his own Flocks expoſed to the © miſchievous and horrid attempts of 
the 
|| Entitled, Vat is required of us in our National Capacity, in order 
to ſecure ourſelves againſt the Attacks and Devices of SATAN, conſidered 
{ in A Sermon, preached at Yeovil, Somerſet, on Wedneſday, the gth of 
: March, 1796, being the day appointed for a General Faſt. 
By GORE BEAVER, B. D. Rector of Trent in the 
County of Somerſet, and Welt Stafford, cum Frome 
D 2 Billet, in the County of Dorlet, 
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= pens, and ſeem as anxious in extolling tlie works 
« of the latter, as in depreſſing thoſe of the former“. 
— Now, Sir, what could any one, who had not pe- 

ruſed the © Remarks”, conclude from this invidious 
_ obſervation, but that I had been treating on ſome 
Theological ſubjects, and particularly on points in 
controverſy between the advocates for the Creed of 
the Eſtabliſhment, and it's oppugners; and that I 
had ranged myſelf on the fide of the latter? And 
what muſt be his aſtoniſhment, when, on looking 
over the“ Remarks” in queſtion, he ſhould not be 
able to diſcover the {lighteſt mention of theſe, or any 
other Theological opinions, nor even the niott diſ- 
tant reference or allufion to them ? 

I have, it is true, ſtated plain matters of fa, and 
have brought forward ſome opinions on political ſub- 
jects, in the words of ſeveral eminent writers, with 
whoſe Creed as I had nothing to do, I did not con- 

cern 
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the ed old Serpent, —called SaTan and the Devi, which 
* deceiveth the whole world”, and ſhould haſten to the defence of the good 
people of Yeovil, we are not told; and it would be uſeleſs to conjecture. 
Alt may be more to the purpoſe, to ſubmit to Mr. B. 's ſerious conſidera- 
tion the following obſervation of a worthy Divine: © Gop, by his Pro- 
« phet declares, I am the Lord, and there is none elſe, I form the light, 
* and create darkneſs, I make peace and create evil, I the LORD ds all 
© theſe things|.— Noe of the evils or calamities of human life are owing 
to the Devil, or any other evil ſpiritual Being; but they are brought 
* about by the Providence of Gop himſelf, to teach mankind repentance 
* and reformationh,'—— 


T Ifaiah xlv. 5, 6, 7. 


See The Sovereignty of the Divine Adminiftration vindicated Sec. 
By the Rev, Tomas Dixon, 
London. Svo. 1766. 
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cern myſelf. —But theſe writers, you ſay, are Socinian 
writers. It may be ſo. That is their buſineſs, not 
mine. I have no deſire to act the part of an Inqui- 
ſitor. To their own Maſter they ſtand or fall. 

You, Sir, indeed, appear to be of a very different 
diſpoſition; for you are ready enough to inſtitute an in- 
quiry into the faith of another, and though you have 
no means of becoming acquainted with his Creed, 
are not content to ſpeak with doubt and heſitation, 
but peremptorily ſtyle him a Socinian, and expreſs 
a pious with for his converſion*. Such freedoms as 
theſe, Sir, are not, I believe, very common in the 
literary intercourſe of perſons who are ſtrangers to 
each other; though I am ſenſible that they are not 
without precedent, 

In the paſſage, with which I have adorned my 
Title page, JoR TIN ſpeaks, with becoming indignation, 
of the practice of treating antagoniſts as Socinians; 
and the ſame excellent perſon informs us, that 
« Archbiſhop Tillatſon printed his Sermons on the 
« Divinity of Chri/t, to vindicate himſelf from the 
charge of Socinianiſm : that is, from an accuſation 
« entirely groundleſs. I have been told (he adds) 
« that Crellius, a Socinian,--and a deſcendant from 
« the more celebrated Crellius,-—who uſed, when he 
« came over hither, to viſit the Archbiſhop, and to 
« converſe with him, juſtified him on this head, and 
« declared that Tillotfon had often diſputed with 
him, in a friendly way, upon the ſubject of the 
« Trinity; and that he was the beſt reaſoner, and 

had 


W - 


* Reflections &c. p- 33. 


(i) 


© had the moſt to ſay for himſelf, of any adverfary 
he had ever encountered. 

„ But then, "Tillotſon had made fome conceſſions 
concerning the Socinians, which never were, and 
never will be forgiven him; and hath broken an 
« antient and fundamental rule of I heological con- 
4 troverſy ; Allow not your adverſary to have either com- 
« mon. ſenſe, or common honeſty. 

Here is the obnoxious paſſage 

© And yet, to do right to the writers on that ſide, 
] muſt own, that generally they are a pattern of 
« the fair way of diſputing, and of debating matters 
«* of religion without heat and unſeemly reflections 
upon their adverſaries. — They generally argue 
matters with that temper and gravity, and with 
that freedom from - paſſion and tranſport, which 
© becomes a ſerious and weighty argument; and, for 
« the: moit part, they reaſon cloſely, and clearly, with 
« extraordinary guard and caution, with great dex- 
© terity and decency, and yet with ſmartneſs and 
© ſubtilty enough; with a very gentle heat, and few 
hard words: virtues to be praiſed, wherever they 
are found; yea. even in an enemy, and very wor- 
thy af our imitation. In a word, they are the 
* ſtrongeit managers of a weak cauſe, and which is 
„ill founded at the bottom, that perhaps ever yet 
* meddled with controverſy; inſomuch, that ſome 
© of the Proteſtants, and the generality of the Popiſh 
© writers, and even of the Jeſuits themſelves, who 
pretend to all the reaſon and ſubtilty in the world, 
are in. compariſon of them but mere ſcolds and 

© bunglers. 
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© bunglers. Upon the whole matter, they have 
© but this one great defect, that they want a good 
* cauſe, and truth on their fide; which if they had, 
© they have reaſon, and wit, and temper enough to 
defend it+*. 

But whatever may be the merit of the Socinians, 
as Writers, in ether reſpects, you are very confident 
that they mult © write of morality only upon the heathen 
plan, and enforce it only from their topicks“. 
Indeed, Sir? — And are you really ſerious in bring- 

{Ivo 
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+ ſortin's Philological, Critical, and Miſcellaneous Tracts. Vol. i. 
p-. 367. 

Dr. Jortin himſelf, not being thought oxTHODOX, * is (aid to have been 
© menaced by the High Church Bigots of his time with a legal proſecu- 
tion, for the famous and incomparable Preface to his R-marks on Eccle- 
« fraftical Hiſtory; but this threat was rendered ineffectual by the mode- 
© ration of the governors of the church at that period, and particularly 
of Herring, archbiſhop of Canterbury, —a prelate eminent for dilcern- 
© ment, candour, and benignity'.—— 

BELSsAu's Memoirs of the Reign of George II. 


Every age has had it's Sacheverel!!'s, it's Hickes's, and it's Chenel!lss;; 
who, with the bitternefs of theological odium, ſharpened by party ran- 
* cour, have not ſcrupled to break the bonds of chriſtian charity. Haadiy 
was called a Diſſenter, Chil/ingworth a Socinian, and Tillorſen both So- 
« cinian and Atheiſt; and all of them experienced this obloquy, from 
contemporary zealots, on account of the liberality of their ſentiments, 
* on account of their endeavouring to render Chtiſtianity more rational 
than it was in certain points generally eſteemed to be. I had certainly 
< rather ſubmit to imputatians, which even theſe great men could not 
© avoid, than be celebrated as the mightieſt champion of the church on 
the ſyſtem of intolerance, or the moſt oxthodox contender for the faith 
© on the ſyſtem of thoſe who-maintain, that our firſt reformers have leſi 
us no room for improvement in ſcriptural learning”. 


Bp. Warsos's Charge delivered to the Clergy of the 
Dioceſe of Landaff, in June, 1795, — 
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ing forward this obſervation of Felton? — One thould 
hardly have thought it credible, had you not aſſigned 
your reaſons in ſupport of this weighty charge. 
The love of Gop to mankind”, you ſay, “ in 
« condeſcending to take on him human fleih--the 
« ſalvation of finful creatures by the blood of a Rn- 
« DEEMER expiating fin on a croſs—the horror of 
« future puniſhments from their ſeverity and eternal 
« duration—rejecting (as the Socinians do) theſe at- 
« fecting and awful motives to animate their Hearers 
« to virtue, how is it poſlible but that they muſt 
« write of morality only upon the heathen plan, and en- 
« force it only from their topicks” | © 
Iwill tell you, Sir, not only how it is poſſible, but 
how et is done. 5 
The Socinians, Sir, believe that “ the Chriſtian 
Religion is an heavenly doctrine, teaching the true 
way of attaining to eternal life.— That this way is 
obedience to God, agreeably to the precepts he hath 
given us by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom it pleaſed 
God to fend into the world, to publiſh to us theſe 
glad tidings, nay to confirm, ſeal, and verify them. 
—And as Chriſt hath announced to us theſe coun- 
ſels of God, ſo he confirmed what he thus revealed 
by numerous and moſt inconteſtable miracles, and 
ſealed his doctrine with his own blood; willingly 
fubmitting, on this account, to a moſt cruel and ig- 
nominious death; having exemplitied, in his own 
perſon and conduct, the way to eternal life, which 
we ought in the preſent ſtate to follow. Being, 
| moreover, 
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moreover, raiſed from the dead by God, that he 
ſhould live for ever, he hath fully proved to us, that 
they who purſue this courſe, to whatever evils or pe- 
rils they may be expoſed, ſhall at length riſe to that 
everlaſting life, which God hath promiſed us by him. 
+ fpecially as God, to lay the firmeſt foundation for 
our faith in- this promiſe, hath not only raiſed Feſus 
Chriſt from the dead to an immortal exiftence, but 
hath alſo conferred on him all power in heaven and 
earth. This inveſtiture with univerſal power, after 
Chriſt was taken up into heaven, in the ſight of his 
beloved diſciples, was praved by the wonderful works 
ormed, and the heavenly gifts beſtowed, in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt. And the conſequence of this 
is, that God hath given to him authority and. power 
to raiſe us from the dead, and to grant us immorta- 

lity 128 
Wha, - you ſee, Sir, are topicks, from which Mora- 
lity may be moſt powerfully enforced; and from 
which, in fact, St. Paul] and Socinus did enforce 
it: And they are topicks, which were utterly un- 
known to the heathen world. How fortunate it was, 
that I happened to look into FELTON! It has af- 
forded me an opportunity of ſetting you right, in an 
important point; and I hope it may tend to abate the 
acrimony of your zeal againſt Saciniant, of whom you 
ſpeak ſo freely, and appear to know ſo little —At all 
| | events 
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& See Dr. Toulmin's Life of Socinus. Ch. ili. Sect. il. 


See Acts xvii, 30, 31, 1 Titus ii. 1114. and St. Paul's other 
Epiſtles, paſſim. * | 


1 
events you mult allow, that inſtead of its being in- 
»offible for them to “ write of morality only upon the 
« heathen plan, and to enforce it only from their 
« topicks”, they actually do write of it, on the Chri/- 
tian plan, and enforce it from Chriſtian topicks. 

Ay, but fay you, © they reject thoſe affecting and 
« awtul motives to animate their hearers to virtue. 
the love of God, in condeſcending to take on him 
“human fleſh=-the ſalvation of ſinful creatures by 
c the blood of a REDEEMER expiating ſin on a croſs 
« —the horror of future puniſhments from their ſe- 
<« verity and eternal duration.“ 

In all controverſies, it is, I think, a rule recom- 
mended by Mr. Locke, to begin with defining our 
terms. And till I know what is meant by Gop's 
taking on him human fleſh””, I can have nothing 
to ſay on that point.— In anſwer to the charge of re- 
jecting the doctrine of © the ſalvation of ſinful crea- 
<« tures by the blood of a REDEEMER expiating fin 
on a croſs”, the accuſed ſhall ſpeak for themſelves. 

The Untarians* never denied that Jeſus 
© Chriſt made himſelf a voluntary ſacrifice, for the 
© expiation of the ſins of mankind. They ever ac- 

© knowledged 


act. 
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* This ſeems to be the proper Appellation of thoſe Believers in CH ui, 
whom Mr. Gardiner, in the plenitude of his Orthodoxy, is pleaſed to 
conſider as Heathens ; for, in a moſt extraordinary Note, p. 33. he ſpeaks 
of © exchanging Chriſtianity for Socinianiſm!'—To ſtyle them Sociniarns 
is invidious; and if it be not a calumnious, it is by no means a juſt deno- 
mination; for they neither agree with Socinus, in ſome of his moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhing tenets, nor do they acknowledge his authority. 
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6 
knowledged, that the Lord Chriſt was an expzatory 


© ſacrifice for aur ſins, as may be ſeen in the Racovian 


< Catechiſm+4, in the Epiſtles of Sclichtingius and of 
© the excellent Ruarus; as allo in all our late prints 
© in the Engliſh tongue 7.” 

Your third and laſt charge againſt the Socinians is, 
that they © reject the eternal duration of future pu- 
„ niſhments.”— And truly, Sir, if they do, and if 
they err in fo doing, they err, at leaft, in good com- 
pany ; for, amongſt others, the late Biſhop Newter 
J find, has done the ſame. 

His Lordſhip examines the queſtion, at ſome length, 
and having ſtated the arguments on each ſide, (not 
perhaps without ſome degree of confuſion, and ap- 


parent contradiction,) he is forced to give up the 


eternity of future puniſhments, and to conſider them 
as temporary and expiatory. The Letter of Scrip- 
© ture? (ſays his Lordſhip) © may indeed found forth 
© everlaſting puniſhment, but the Spirit of Scripture 
© intimates the contrary &. 


And 
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+ The Racovian Catechiſm is (till regarded as the Confeſſion of Faith 
of the whole Church of Unitarians abroad. It was firſt publiſhed in 1609, 
with a dedication to our King James I, There was a corrected editioa 
of it with notes, in 1684, 


Toviuny's Life of Socinus. p- 258. 

} Conſiderations on the Explications of the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
Unitarian Tracts. Vol, iii. 

& Diſſertation on the final State and Condition of Man. 

Works. vo edit. Vol. vi. Diſſert. 60. 


With reſpect to the Letter of Scripture, of which his Lordſhip here 
ſpeaks, many pertinent obſervations may be een in a very judicious 
E 2 Diſſertation 
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And long before the publication of this good Pre- 
late's Works, you may recollect, Sir, that the honeſt 
and intrepid #hi/ton opened his Diſſertation on the 
Eternity of Hell Torments, in the following me- 
morable manner. | 

© It is now about forty years ago, that, in my 
© ſmall Diſcourſe, intituled, Reaſon and Philoſophy 
© no Enemies to Faith, I declared my opinion againſt 
© the proper eternity of the torments of hell, In my 
© Hiſtorical Memoirs of the Life of Dr. Clarke allo, 
© written twenty-one years ago, I mentioned a {mall 
© paper of mine, written about the year 1717, but not 
© then nor ſince publiſhed ; containing ſome reaſons of 
© that my opinion. Where I ſaid withal, that I 
thought I might venture to add, upon the credit of 
© what I had diſcovered of the opinions of Sir I/aac 
© Newton, and Dr. Clarke, that they were both of the 
© fame ſentiments of that matter.” I alſo then went 
farther, and declared, that © I had many years thought 

© that 
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Differtation on Everlaſting Puniſhment, in the third Volume of The Mif- 
cellaneous Companions; by WiLLtam Marrukws. 12mo, Bath, 


The following Anecdote, relating to Biſhop Newton's ſentiments on 
this ſubject, has lately appeared in a new Periodical Work, which is 
expected to become a conſiderable acquiſition to the literary world: 
The Reverend Themas Broughton, Vicar of St. Mary Redcliffe, Briſtol, 
and Author of a Dictionary of all Religions, in Folio, had the honour 
« of convincing the good Biſhop of the weak foundation on which that 
* mercileſs doctrine [of the eternal duration of future puniſhments] has 
been built; for this amiable Prelate made it his conſtant practice to pay 
© frequent and familiar viſits to all his Clergy, and endeared himſelf greatly 
to them!. | 1 
The MonTtuLy Macazixz, and BRIxIsn REGISTER» 
No, I. Feb. 1796, p. 32. | 
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© that the common opinion in this matter, if it were, 
for certain, a real part of Chriſtianity, would be a 
© more inſuperable objection againſt it, than any or 
© all the preſent objections of unbelievers put toge- 
© ther. Since which firſt declaration of my opinion, 
© Dc. Thomas Burnet's T reatiſe, De Statu Hortuarum et 
© Reſurgentium, has been publiſhed; wherein that ex- 
© cellent and good-natured Author has endeavoured to 
© confute the proper eternity of hell torments; though 
© without going to the bottom of that matter, and with- 
© out producing the greateſt part of the evidence he 
© might have had both in ſcripture and antiquity on his 
© ſide. He has alſo ventured to foretell, that in time this 
© common notion will be as little believed as Tranſut- 
© lantiatin is at prefent. In which expectation I can- 
© not but with and hope he may not be miſtaken . 

I do not pretend, Sir, to any very intimate acquaint- 
ance with the ſentiments of the Sacinians on this ſub- 
ject, but J am inclined to think, that if they do, as yr 
ſav, © reject the eternal duration of future punih- 
ments“, it is only this proper eternity, of which 
Mr. 1/hifton ſpeaks; conſidering © infinite puniſh- 
ment as a figurative image of ſharp, of long, and in- 
& exprefſible ſuffering. 

Before we quit this ſubject, there is a paint of th 
utmoſt conſequence, on Which I beg leave to add a 
iew obſervations. 

By 
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|| The Eternity of Hell Torments conſidered: or, A Collection of 
Texts of Scripture, and Teſtimonies of the Three firſt Centuries relating 
to them, Together with Notes through the Whole, and Obſervations at 
the Fnd, By Will, Whiſton, M. A.——London. Bro. 1752. 
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By rejecting the eternal duration of future puniſh- 
ments, the Socinians, you tell us, reject “ an affecting 
and awful motive to animate their hearers to vir- 
“ tue.” —Alas | Sir, “ how the learned” (as you ob- 
ſerve upon another occaſion) © are found to differ !”” 

© Puniſhment,” ſays an eminent Writer, © how- 
© ever ſharp and terrible, when uſed as a Corrective, 
completely ſquares with human ideas of perfect be- 
© nevolence and perfect wiſdom; but let thoſe who 
© allow that theſe glorious attributes are inherent in 
© the Divine character, reconcile if they can, in a ſa- 
© tisfactory manner, to ſuch attributes, the inflicting 
infinite, that is, eternal puniſhment on finite tranſ- 
© grefſions.-—-Fhe idea of ſuch an eternity of tor - 
© ments as is contended for by ſome Religioniſts, in- 
© ſtead of ſerving as a wholeſome Corrective to the 
© natural incentives to vice, fills the mind with a hor- 
© ror which obliges it to turn from it's contemplation, 
and is fo repugnant to all the moral ſentiments of 
< the ſpecies, that it either deprives men of their rea- 
© ſon, or leads thoſe who are incapable of forming 
© any ſyſtem of belief for themſelves to conclude, that 
they have been deluded with groundleſs terrors, and 
© even to reject all notions of a future ſlate of retribu- 
« #7994 &. | | 

So you ſee, Sir, that, in the opinion of ſome; 
your © awful and animating motive to virtue” turns 
out to be neither more nor leſs than a dangerous in- 

centive 
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* See A Treatiſe on the Immutability of Moral Truth, By Catharin: 
Macaulay Crabam.— London. 8vo. 1783. | 
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centive to vice. For (as a judicious and benevolent 
Author, before referred to, well obſerves,) Infidelity 


* 
* 
£ 
0 
& 
& 
& 
* 
& 
5 
. 
* 
0 
C 
& 
C 
* 


c 
4 
c 
* 
& 
5 
o 
4 
* 
* 


is not confined, as ſome people ſeem to think, to 
the more learned ſpeculatiſts in divinity and ſcience. 
It is found among the illiterate; and though they 
have not philoſophy enough to reaſon themſelves into 
confuſion about matter and ſpirit, and get into diffi- 
culties about the ſource of volition, or eternal potuer, 
they are very. commonly Anfidels reſpecting the doc- 
trine now before us: Eudliſ duration of torment 
ſtrikes their rational minds as too monſtrous to be 
true; and finding themſelves called on by Prieſts, 
and by erroneous interpretations of the Bible, to be- 
lieve it, they revolt from the idea, or perhaps ridi- 
cule it; and hence, I fear, too often-learn a kind of 


contempt for things ſpiritual. © So far, in my opi- 


nion, is the doctrine, which you wiſh to contend 
for, from having a general good effect, that it ſeems 
to be in itſelf a frequent cauſe of weakening the in- 
tereſts of religion. 

* Would men confine themſelves, in exhorting = 
puniſhment, to the principle of continual miſery, for 
a ſeaſon, always awfully and divinely proportioned 
to the degree of fin and tranſgreſſion; would they 
earneſtly teach that ſuch a puniſhment is not what 


the Supreme Being wills to inflict ; but that there is 


a neceſſity in the nature of the thing, for our ſut- 
fering the penalty of ſin, in order that we may be 
made free, — the long painful purification, in order 
that we may be mou pure, and be fitted, through 
puniſhment, if we will not fit ourſelves through 

© obedience, 
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obedience, for the good and virtuous ſociety of an- 
gels; (all which is the true Scripture faith:) we 
might hope to ſee a rational and effectual impreſ- 
ſion often made; and the authority and goodneſs 
of Gop more generally acknowledged. But this 
is not enough for the zeal and wiſdom of man; 
and from thence much {chief enſues g. 

The nature of this miſchief we have already ſeen, 
in one inſtance; and the learned and pious I hiſton 
points out ſeveral other evils ſpringing from the ſame 
ſource; for an account of which I refer to his T rea- 
tile. | 

So much, Sir, for one of thoſe © awful and affect. 
© ing motives to virtue“, which, you tell us, the Soci- 
nians reject; and the rejection of which we now find 
to be by no means peculiar to the followers of Secinus, 

Turno tempus erit, magno cum optavyerit emptum 
Intaftum Pallanta ! 

Should any apology be thought neceſſary for the 
length of the Extracts, which I have introduced, a 
faficient one may, [ truſt, be found in the great im- 
portance of the ſubject; which, it has been juſtly 
obſerved, is © of infinite moment to the happineſs 
© of many ſerious people f. And I am not with- 
out hopes that this ſmall Publication may throw theſe 
weighty and judicious reflections on the point in 
the way of ſome, who might not otherwiſe have had 
an opportunity of ſeeing them; and that it may lead 
others to a diligent peruſal of the works from which 
I have 
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+ W. Matthews's Piſſertation &c. 
+ W. Matthews's Diſſertation &c- 
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] have taken them. — lt was with a ſimilar hope and 
expectation, that, in my Remarks on your Diſcourſes, 
I introduced what you are pleaſed to ſtyle © a pomp 
« of quotations”, I with it, may have anſwered the 
end I propoſed, | 

Let us now turn from theſe deep and awful ſpe- 
culations to matters of a lighter import. 

It has been my good fortune, Sir, to introduce you 
to an acquaintance with the ſentiments of Dr. Gregory 
concerning the Eloquence of the French Pulpit; and 
you have found that his opinion tends to undermine 
a poſition laid down by Dr. Blair, on the ſame ſub- 
ject, which, though long on record, did not appear to 
you to have been controverted. And the oppoſition of 
opinion between theſe learned and ingenious Authors 
is ſo pointed and ſtrong, that to reconcile them ap- 
pears impracticable. You have therefore been com- 
pelled to exerciſe your own judgment, and to enter 
upon an inveſtigation of the ſubject . This in- 
veſtigation I have read with as much pleaſure as I 
could expect to find in the peruſal of Reflections 
on a matter, in which I do not feel myſelf greatly 
intereſted. Your obſervations appear to me to be 
very ingenious; and they have almoſt tempted me 
to renew my acquaintance with the French Preachers; 
from whom I muſt confeſs that I parted long ago, 
with the ſame ſentiments, and the fame diſguſt, which 
Dr. Gregory has ſo well expreſſed. And indeed when 
I ſee the places which the Volumes of Bourdaloiie, 
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$ RefleQians &6c- pp. 64, 19. 
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Malſillon, and others, once occupied on my ſhelves, 


ſupplied with the Sermons of Clarke, Secker, Sher- 
lock, Fortin, Porteus, and their illuſtrious Compeers, 
I do not regret the exchange ||. 

But whatever may be the reſpective merits of the 
Engliſh and French Divines, as Preachers, I ſcruple 
not, Sir, to obſerve, that on a more mature conſider- 
ation of the point in debate, it appears to me, that 
neither my objections, nor your defence, affect the 
true ſtate of the queſtion. Your original propoſition, 
or rather, the poſition of Dr. Blair may, I think, be 

well-founded, 
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To FJortin's Sermons the following juſt praiſe has been given by a 
very ingenious and celebrated Writer :—* A florid Declamation, embel- 
* liſhed with rhetorical figures, and animated with pathetick deſcription, 
* may indeed amuſe the fancy, and raiſe a tranſient emotion in the heart, 
but rational diſcourſe alone can convince the underſtanding, and reform 
© the conduct. The Sermons of Dr. Fortiz were deſigned by their 
* Author as a legacy to mankind, To enlarge on their value, would only 
be to echo back the public voice. Good ſenſe and found morality ap- 
© pear in them, not indeed dreſſed out in the meretricious ornaments of a 
© florid ſtyle, but in all the manly force, and fimple graces, of natural 
© eloquence *, The ſame caprice, which raiſes to reputation thoſe tri- 
© fling Diſcourſes which have nothing to recommend them but a pretti- 
© neſs of fancy, will again conſign them to oblivion: but the Sermons of 
Dr. Fortin will continue to be read with pleaſure and edification as 
© long as human nature ſhall continue to be endowed with the facultics 
© of reaſon and diſcernment”. 

Knox's Eſſays. 

* © Natural Eloquence cannot be denied an entrance into the Pulpit: 
© but were artificial ſcholaſtic eloquence eſſential to a good ſermon, either 
© the people would have very few ſermons, or the preacher would have 
© ſuch intolerable difficulties in compoſing his diſcourſes, that a// the other 
6 Parts of bis office would lie neglected; and, after all, very little benefit 
could be derived from his labours”. 

RontxsoNn's Notes on Claude Eſſay on the 
Compoſition of a Sermon. 


well-founded, and remain in full force, whatever be 
the real character of thoſe French Sermons, which 
have iflued from the preſs. But as you are now 
pleaſed to vary the queſtion in ſome degree, by pro- 
poſing to © aſcertain in which Country, England, or 
« France, Pulpit Eloquence has hitherto approached 
« neareſt to perfection ; and as you obſerve that 
« the eloquence of the pulpit is a topic which you 
have much at heart, and on which you are anxious 
« to profit by every information, let it come from 
« what quarter, or in whatever ſhape it may “, I 
will take the liberty of mentioning, that, with reſpect 
to the comparative merit of the Engliſb and French 
Preachers, the late Biſhop Newton thus expreſſes 
himſelf:— Of the excellency of the Engl/h Ser- 
© mons there is no need to ſay any thing. They are 
© allowed by Foreigners themſelves to be ſuperior to 
© thoſe of all other nations. And indeed of ſome of 
© them it is no more than juſtice to ſay, that they are 
© not only the moſt complete treatiſes of morality 
© and divinity, but alſo the moſt perfect pieces of 
© oratory, and ſtandards of good ſtile and fine writ- 
ing 8. 

The candid and judicious Dr. Daddridge delivers 
his ſentiments on the ſubject, in the following terms: 
As for the French Sermons, they are, as far as 
© I can judge of them, very much inferior to thoſe 
© of our Engliſh divines. Bourdaloue's, though much 


F 2 © regarded, 
+ Reflections &c. p. 43. FE 
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© regarded, appear to me little better than empty ha- 
© rangues. Cheminais' are many of them very good; 
© but I never met with any of them that are to be 
© compared with thoſe of Mr. Superville, the Pro- 
© teſtant Divine at Rotterdam. He eſpecially excels 
in the beauty of his imagery, deſcription, and ſi- 
© miles, and ſome of the moſt pathetic expoſtulations 
J ever faw. In ſhort, I believe he is perfectly to 
© your taſte; only there is one thing which will diſ- 
© pleaſe you as much as it did me, which is, that 
© many of his arguments are very inconcluſive, though 

generally as good as high Calviniſm will bear} ?. 
With reſpect to the Eloquence of the Pulpit, in 
general, the following Remark of Archbiſhop Secker 
muſt, I think, be allowed to have been drawn from 
a perfect infight into the Engliſh character: Our 
© nation", fays his Grace, © is more diſpoſed than 
© moſt others, to approve a temperate manner of 
© ſpeaking. Every thing which can be called Oratory 
is 


Doddridge's Letters. 


By the way, if high Calviniſm will bear only very inconcluſive argu- 
ments, it ſhould ſeem that there can be no great difficulty in refuting that 
Treatiſe of Mr. Fuller, which Mr. G. tells us, (in a Note, p. 33.) de- 
© mands a Reply*'; and for which Reply he is ſo very ſolicitous, as to 
obſerve, that it is incumbent on Dr. Prieſtiey or ſome of his friends to 
© reply to Mr. Fuller's arguments';—arguments not only * ingenious and 
* ſolid”, but * a/moft all ad dectrinam! 


It is with pleaſure I take this opportunity of Grate? Mr. G. that 
Dr. Prieflley's friends are not all ſo fully employed in making * unwary 
dupes, or miſerable apoſtates', but that a Reply to Mr, Fuller may 
ſhortly be expected from one of them; who will engage in the work, 
not from ſo low a motive as that of © humbling an antagoniſt', but from 
a pure deſire to ſerve the cauſe of Truth. 
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tis apt to be deemed AfeAation; and it it goes 4 
great length, raiſes contempt and ridicule * *.-—And, 
conſiſtently with this remark of the Archbiſhop, the 
incomparable JoR TIN obſerves, concerning that Spi- 
rit, of which you with a greater portion infuſed into 
the Sermons of Dr. Plair, and which, you tell us, 
is emphatically called Union t, tliat what the 
French call Un#4:n, the Engliſh call Canting. 

What wonder, then, if, with your partiality for 
this Spirit, you pronounce the Mode of Preaching in 
this country to be © dull, lifeleſs, and phlegmatick?“ 
-t muſt be confeſſed, however, that you confine 
your cenſure to the Clergy of the Eſtablithment; 
and you remind your Reverend Brethren, that to 
their “ negligent or ungraceful delivery have been 
« imputed the great decay of true religion and the 
« rapid increaſe of Se&ari/ts, particularly the Metho- 
« dilts t. And is it You, Sir, that preſume to 
reprove another for withing to © diſcredit the Paſtoral 
Inſtructions of the Clergy ?” 

Before we quit this Topick, permit me to obſerve, 
that the ingenious Writer, from whom | ſelected 
what you ſtyle “ an eloquent Morcean””, was not pro- 
duced in ſupport of © the dull, lifeleſs, phlegmaticx 
« mode of preaching in this country”. I knew not 
that the Engliſh Pulpit deſerved fo harth a character; 
and indeed you are forced to reſtrict the cenſure, and 
{as I before obſerved) to confine it to the Pulpits of 

the 
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* Charges to the Clergy. 
+ Reflections &. p. 59. 
12 
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the Eſtabliſnment. For you expreſsly allow, in 
favour of Se5ari/ts, and particularly of the Methodiſts, 
that © they inculcate their doctrines with ſo much 
<« zeal, they are ſo importunate in their addreſſes, 
< they appear fo fincerely intereſted in what they ſay, 
that the populace cannot reſiſt the force of their 
« impreitions. They become converts to the effica- 
* crous ond perſuaſive vianner in which their doctrines 
< are delivered 8“. 

Far be it from Me to detract from this their juſt 
praiſe! | And what wonder is it, that the eloquent 


French 
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Reflections &c. p. 56. 

On the ſubje& of the Methediſts, let us hear the excellent Dr. 
Hartley :—* There are great complaints of the irregularities of the Me- 
* thediſts, and, I believe, not without reaſon*. The ſureſt means to 
check thele irregularities is, for the Clergy to learn from the Methodifts 
© what is good in them, to adopt their zeal, and concern for loft ſouls: 
This would ſoon unite all that are truly good amongſt the Methodiſts 
to the Clergy, and diſarm ſuch as are otherwife. And if the Methodiſts 
« will hearken to one, who means fincerely well to all parties, let me 
© intreat them to reverence their ſuperiors, to avoid ſpiritual ſelfiſhneſs, 
and zeal for particular phraſes and tenets, and not to ſow divifions in 
* pariſhes and families, but to be Peace-makers, as they hope to be called 
the Children of God”. 


Obſervations on Man &. Concluſion. 


* This was publiſhed in the year 1-49. Since that time, the cauſes 
of theſe complaints have been, I apprehend, in a great meaſure, removed. 
Thanks to the indefatigable exertions, and wiſe regulations of that won- 
derful man, Joux WesLEy; to whoſe memory I will ſnatch this unex- 


peed opportunity of offering my humble tribute of praiſe and admiration. 


And I cannot do it better than in the words of the late ingenious and 
celebrated Mr. Badcock, who, in the life-time of Mr. Weftey, thus ex- 
preſſed himfeif:—* I need not expatiate on the abilities of this ſingular 
man. They are certainly wonderful! And in ſpite of cenſure, I be- 
lie e he is an honeſt man. The jealouſy of the Tabernacle hath joined 

| * with 
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French Writer, to whom I referred, ſhould prefer ©the 
© blunt Miſhonary* to the fine Preacher: of the Eſta- 
bliſhment? It is as if he had faid, I prefer honeſt 
George A hitſield to the canting Dr. Dodd.* — 

From the Eloquence of the Pulpit we now come, 
Sir, to the Eloquence of calling Names. 

In the Thirty-ſecond page of your “ Reflections“, 
you expreſsly ſtyle me a Socintan. Little therefore 
did [ expect to find, in a ſubſequent page, this grave 
remark ;“ He is, I conclude, of the clerical order 
of one kind or other, though I cannot think him 
« ORTHODOX*®'.—An Orthodox SOCINIAN! | Why, 
Sir, (to uſe the language of Jarburton) © * Tis a pro- 
© digy that deſerves an expiation'. 

Whether I am Orthodox, or not, is a queſtion for 
thoſe to conſider, who can amuſe themſelves with 
ſuch inquiries. At the fame time, I would juit beg 
leave to obſerve, that, according to a remark of the 
late Biſhop Newton, Orthodoxy itſelf ſeems to be a 
matter of no great conſequence; the diſtinction being 
ſo arbitrary and local, that (as his Lordthip tells us 
© what is magnified as Orthodoxy on one fide of a 


Cfea, 


with the zeal of a higher houſe to detract from the purity of his cha- 
© raſter; but the arrow that flew in darkneſs only recoiled on thoſe who 
© ſent it. Biſhop Nurburton denominated him, in a vein of mingled 
« ſatire and irony, a ?ranſcendant man; but Poſterity, may, perhaps, ap- 
« ply the epithet to him without a jeſtꝰ. 
See the Gentleman's Magazine 

for April, 1784. 


* © All /3field's works exhibit the character of a man poſſeſſing 
© few ideas, but of extraordinary energy of character, and of an honeit 
heart), cons Dxzz's Memoirs of Robinſon. 


7 
= 4 
* i 
5 . 
* 
1 
0 
- 
: $* 
14 
1 
7 
* 


5 
3. if 


( 48 ) 


* fea, or mountain, is perſecuted as Hereſy, on the 


© other”. 


But you, Sir, have undertaken the hopeful taſk of 
proving that I am not Orthodox. Let us obſerve 
how you manage the argument. —< In addition”, 
ſay you, © to the proof of this already hinted at of 
his ſounding the praiſes and extolling the merits of 
« .Socinians, fee with what ſang froid and indifference, 
« or rather with what exultation he ſpeaks of the fall 
« of eſtabliſhments—page g9g—and with what diſre- 
« ſpect and inſolence he treats two eminent and 
« learned characters on the EPISCOPAL bench—page 
« 26”.,———A ſingular fort of logick this, it mult be 
confeſſed! Something like //arburton's © round 
about way of demonſtration 4. 

For my part, Sir, I ſee nothing of exultation in 
what I have ſaid concerning Eſtabliſhments. I ſim- 
ply obſerve, that Eſtabliſhments may fall; and that 
if they ſhould, Chriſtianity would not be buried 
under their ruins. And if this offends your Or- 
thodox ſpirit, how would you have acted towards the 
Writer, who has thus expreſſed himſelf on the ſame 
ſubject?— What I mean by an Eſtabliſhed Faith, 
you will, no doubt, be anxious to know. 
What little School Divinity J ever learned, I have 
now happily forgot, and ſo am no competent judge 
* of the matter. I could eaſily ſay what it is not. 
© It was eſtabliſhed to avoid diverſity of opinions in 
religion. Divine Eſtabliſhment! that would put 


© out 
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+ See Lowth's Letter to Narburton, p. 16. 
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© out mens eyes, and lay their underſtandings in 
© chains! that for fear of ſtriking out heat, would 
© deprive us of light, and perpetuate the reign of 
© dulineſs and darkneſs 4“. 

As to the Charge of “ diſreſpe& and inſolence“, 
all that J ſhall ſay is this;—-If a man tranſerefſes 
the laws of liberal controverſy, and eſpecially if he is 
guilty of any diſingenuous artifice, in conducting his 
arzument, it is not his fitting on the Epiſcopal 
bench, or on any other bench, that ought to exempt 
him from reproof. By all means let him be paid 
that which he deſerves. And indeed the higher the 
ſtation of ſuch an offender, the more ſevere ſhould 
his chaſtiſement be. The characters in queſtion, 
therefore, richly merited, not only the gentle repre- 
henſion of the Cambridge Profeſſor, but the flagella- 
tions of Mr. J/akefield, who modeſtly ſtyles himſelf 
© a beadle in the court of controverſy', and who, it 
mult be confeſſed, knows how to execute the duties 
of his office, in the moſt effectual manner &. 

One Charge more remains to be conſidered; and I 
ſhall reply to it, in the words of the famous WILLLAM 

PENN, 


2„2„*t ? 


A Sermon preached Nov. 5, 1755. 

& © Think of the luxury of my ideas', (ſays Mr. W. addreſſing him- 

ſelf to Biſhop Florfley,) * on perceiving that my Critical Whip had reached 
your ſenſations through that thick and callous hide ||',— 


See an Addreſs to the Right Rev. Dr. Samuel Horſley, on the 


Subject of an Apology for the Liturgy and, Clergy of the 
Church of England, 


By CII SEAT WaAxEFIELD, 3o. 1790. 


J Cerio ſupra emnet comicos ſerves craſſo et ad plagas exercitato, 
Bent. in Horat. 


E 


PENN, who had occaſion to anſwer a ſimilar accu- 
fation: © As for my being a Socinian, I mult conteſs 
„I have read of one Socinus of (that they call) 2 
noble family of Sienna in Italy, who about the year 
© 1574, being a young man*, voluntarily did abandon 
© the glories, pleaſures, and honours of the great 
Dude of Tuſcany's Court, at Florence, (that noted 
place for all worldly delicacies) and became à per- 
© petual exile for his conſcience; whoſe parts, wiſdom, 
© gravity, and juſt behaviour made him the moſt fa- 
< mous with the Polonian and Tranſitvanian churches; 
© but I was never baptized into his name g. 


Our 
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Focinus was in the thirty-fifth year of his age, when he left his na- 
tive country. He was (as Dr. Prieſtley juſtly obſerves) a man who 
* joyed the Goſpel, and who ſuffered more for his adherence to it, than 
© moſt others of the Reformers'.—Little, I preſume, did the worthy Doctor 
apprehend, when he made this obſervation, that he himſelf ſhould be 
compelled, in the decline of life, to ſeek, in a diſtant land, an aſylum from 
the blind rage of Sacerdotal Perſecution, and add another venerable name 
to the long liſt of illuſtrious Victims. But, to the eternal diſgrace of his 
country, this has happened! 

I Decus, i, noftrum : melioribus utere fatis, 


+ In like manner, to the Charge of being an Hulchinſonian, a name 
ſo invidiouſly applied, as a Sectarian Appellation, to himſelf and othey 


readers of Hutchinſon's writings, the late Biſhop Horne very properly re- 


plied, that, as Chriſlians they acknowledge no Maſter but one, that 
is Chriſt'.—“ Is it not a hard thing', adds his Lordſhip, that when 
© a Clergyman only preaches the doctrines and enforces the duties of 
© Chriſtianity from the Scriptures, his character ſhall be blaſted, and 
© himſelf rendered odious by the force of a Name, which, in ſuch cafes, 
© always ſignifies what the impoſers pleaſe to mean, and the people to 
© hate. There are many Names of this kind now in vogue'.— 


There ſeems, indeed, to be no end to this paltry practice of calling 
Names, It is but too much a cuſtom', ſays the ſame worthy Prelate, 
; ; 4h to 
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Our Correſpondence is drawing to an end; but 
before I cloſe it, you will expect a word or two con- 
cerning the celebrated Robert Robinſon; and I muſt 
not forget to thank you for your condeſcenſion. 

With reſpect to Mr, Robinſon, © there are two 
points“, you obſerve, © on which it would be to 
c the purpoſe, to give ſome fatisfa&tion. In the firit 
place, was he as forcible and perſuaſive in his elo- 


.< quence after his converſion to Socinianiſin as before, 


« and did he after this event acquire or continue to 
cc enjoy the admiration and efteem of the great cha- 
c racters alluded to? Secondly, what ſentiments did 
« he entertain of his converſion, as it is called, in 
his dying moments 1? 

On theſe points, Sir, the Memoirs of the Life 
and Writings of this extraordinary man, with which 
the ingenious and learned Mr. Dyer has obliged the 
publick, will give you the beſt information. And 
on a careful peruſal of them, you will perhaps find 
that you expreſſed yourſelf too ſtrongly, when you 
fpoke of Mr. Robinſon's © Converſion to Socenianiſm”?. 

That, for ſome years before his death, a conſider- 
able change had taken place in his mind, on Theo- 
logical tenets, his Biographer allows; but © the 
© proceſs of his mind, in it's ſucceſſive changes of 
« religious ſentiments, (he adds) © as it would be 

G 2 © impoſſible 
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© to give ill names to thoſe who differ from us in opinion. Dr. Hammond 
« mentions, as a humorous inſtance of it, that when a Dutchman's horſe 


© Joes not go as he would have him, he in great rage calls him an Arni - 
nian. See Jaxzs's Life of Biſhop Horne, 


+ Reflections &c, p. 32. Note. 
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< impoſſible to diſcover, it would be unneceſſary to 
© purſue',—Mr. Dyer is likewiſe of opinion, that, in 
the latter period of his life, Mr. Robinſon's connection 
with Mr. Frend, of Cambridge, and with other emi- 
nent Unitarians, © tended probably to confirm his 
© conviction, and to incline him to adopt a more 


decided tone, as to doctrines, in his public diſcourſes; 
though he remained, to the laſt, rather a friend to 


© liberty, than to preciſion of religious ſentiment, or 
© to ſtrict theological language.—T hat he poſſeſſed 
© ſome ſentiments in common with Unitarians, ap- 
© pears', (he adds) © from his laſt publication; but 
© the truth is, he could not be tied down to creeds 
© of any kind, and the limits of his faith cannot be 
© aſcertained. —It ſeems a part leſs liable to ambi- 
© quity, and leſs ſubject to contradiction”, (concludes 
his Biographer,) © to conſider him at the cloſe of 

© life, as a Man of Literature, than as a Divine 8“. 
And this, Sir, will lead to the proper anſwer to 
your inquiry, whether he was © as forcible and per- 
s ſuaſive in his eloquence, after his”? (ſuppoſed) con- 
« verſion tp,Spgimanſm as before? —In the latter 
years of his life, he was ſo abſorbed in literary pur- 
ſuits, that his oratorical talents were not ſo frequently 
exerted in the pulpit as they had formerly been. — 
© We are now rarely to look for Robinſon” (ſays 
his Ir] © at Ordinations || and Aſſociations, 
© holding 


"IO 


i Dyer's Memoirs, 


{| © His talents for preaching Ordination Sermons had been much ad- 


" miced, In Cambridgeſhire, and ſome neighbouring counties, ay v4 
* ſingle 


( WI 


© holding in raptures religious aſſemblies, or ſolving 
© caſes of conſcience, and ſettling differences in 
* churches ; ſeldom to find him even engaged in 
© what he moſt delighted, familiar lectures among 
© his poor villagers. We muſt not, however, infer 
© that his preaching was generally unacceptable: by 
© no means: many of his Calviniſtic friends were 
© ſtill proud of his ſervices, and cordially attached to 
© the Preacher: and among diſſenters more remote 
© from orthodoxy, but diſtinguiſhed for their benig- 
© nity, he obtained a new ſet of admirers, — With 
© his congregation at Cambridge, he till continued 
his miniſterial Jabours; by them his decreafting 
popularity as a public inſtructor among many of the 
© Calvini/t churches was eaſily diſpenſed with: © he 
© was, they faid, the miniſter of our choice, and ſtill 
© is of our eſteem'. Among the more valuable part 
© of this ſociety he was admired to the laſt; and if he 
© was leſs attended to by ſome former diſciples, he 
© obtained a more extenſive reputation, and gained a 
© more general eſteem.— The truth is, he was now 
entering upon a large field of enquiry, and it be- 
© came neceſſary for him to be a recluſe *. 


| In 
8 Ft 

e a ſingle miniſter was ſettled, or a place of worſhip opened for ſeveral 

years, at which Robinſon's preſence was not folicited, either to preſide, 


to preach, or, at leaſt, to aſſiſt in the religious ſolemnities'. 
Memoirs, p. 252. 


* He was making collections for his Hiftory of Baptiſm; a Work, 
which he had been invited to write, by a Committee of Baptiſt Miniſters, 
in London; and which, as Mr. Dyer obſerves, * is one of the moſt ela- 
* borate of his writings, —lt is allowedly the moſt learned of any hiſtory 

« extait 
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In this ſituation, & he continued to enjoy the admi- 

© ration and eſteem of the great characters alluded 
© to”; who were always ready to exert themſelves in 
his favour. © Through their kindneſs, he not only 
© obtained free acceſs to that invaluable treaſure of 
© hterature contained in the public library of the 
© univerſity of Cambridge, but the liberty of having 
© any 
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* extant on the ſubject; it abounds with entertainment, as well as in- 
* ſtruction, and, on ſome points, takes a courſe of enquiry, which, if it 
* has been purſued at all by other writers, has not been purſued with 
equal ſucceſs. —To thoſe who examine this Performance, it will be 
found to contain many curious reſearches into antiquity, ingenious il- 
* luſtrations of Scripture, ſeveral articles in a high degree entertaining, 
and the nobleſt principles of moderation and liberty. It is alſo allowed 
* to be the completeſt Defence of the Opinion of the Baptiſts, and to 
© contain much curious matter not formed into argument before, for Adult 
* Baptiſm.—It was originally intended as an Introduction to a larger 
* Work, which has fince appeared under the title of Eccleſiaſtical 
% Reſearches'', but which was not publiſhed til! after his death; and 
© which is a valuable Supplement to the Hiſtory of Baptiſm. —Notwith= 
* tanding ſome blemiſhes', (ſays Mr. Dyer} * I have not the ſhadow of 
© a doubt, that it affords more original information, by far, on many to- 
© pics, than any Eecleſiaſtical hiſtory, in our language'.— 


* Theſe were our Author's two favourite Works, and to the ſevere ap- 
© plication, with which he engaged in them, he fell an untimely ſacrifice. 
© — His hiſtorical enquiries were directed to a review of perſons, and to 
the inveſtigation of facts, diſperſed among different nations, diſputed by 
© contending ecclefiaſtics, involved in labyrinths uncommonly intricate, and, 
© by many, reckoned not worth the trouble of untavelling. In ſome caſes 
© he had no guides; and in others, not ſatisfied with the ordinary condue- 
© tors, he found it expedient to conſult guides more original, and better 
informed. He thought it neceſſary to learn the Italian, the Spaniſh, the 
* Portugueſe, the German, with other languages. The memorials of re- 
* mote antiquity, and the volumes of polite literature, that he had not only 
* curſorily peruſed, but minutely examined, and accurately digeſted, might 
c {prpriſe not only ſuperficial readers, but elaborate enquirers*.— 

DrR's Memoirs &c, 
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© any books conveyed to his houſe that he wiſhed ; 
* which much tacilitated his literary inquiries, and en- 
© abled him to complete his two elaborate hiſtories +. 

Your other queſtion, What ſentiments did he 
« entertain of fghis converſion, as it is called, in his 
« dying moments?“ had you recollected the circum- 
ttances of his death, you would not have aſked}. 


Neither 


+ Memoirs &c. 

None have a title to the advantages of the public library but Acade- 
mics, and Mr. R. always felt with reſpect, and acknowledged with gra- 
ritude, his obligations to thoſe men of enlarged minds, and benevolent 
hearts, who procured him this great advantage. * I have acceſs to the 
* univerſity library”, ſays he, in a letter to one of his friends, and I am 
© the only one of our brethren who can come at one of the national repo- 
« fitories, where books on all ſubjects, and of every price, are to be in- 
ſpected. I have had loads, and loads more I muſt have, if I finuh the 
plan I have laid out”. 


+} Theſe circumſtances were, in part, related in thoſe “ Funeral Eu- 
« Jogies?', to which I referred Mr. G. and which, if we may judge from 
ſome of his expreſſions, he did not diſdain to read. They are more fully 
recorded by Mr. Dyer, who informs us, that Mr. Robiaſon, having been 
* for ſome time in a declining and dejected ſtate, it was hoped by his fa- 
mily, that a journey to Birmingham, and an interview with Dr. Prieftley, 
* which he had long defired, would have proved beneficial to his health 
and ſpirits, The phytician approved the intended journey, though, on 
account of the preſent languor of his patient, he wiſhed it to be deferred. 
* On Wedneſday, June 2, 1790, he ſet off from Cheſterton, and travelling 
© by flow ftages, in an open chaiſe, on Saturday evening he arrived at 
Birmingham. — It does not appear, that he entertained any apprehenſion 
* of his approaching diſſolution, when at Birmingham, though he felt him- 
* ſelf a different man from former times; for to one introduced to him, he 
« addrefied himſelf in this ſingular manner, You are only come to ſee the 


4 ſhadow of Robert Robinſon". Notwithſtanding, he ventured ta preach . 


4 twice on the Sunday. On the Monday evening he was ſeized with great 
difficulty of breathing, a complaint with which he had ſome time been 
© troubled ; 
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Neither can J altogether agree with you in thinking 
« it is a death- bed that is to decide on the wiſdom and 
ſincerity of a converſion”. This, I imagine, muſt 
depend, in a great meaſure, on the nature of the 
diſeaſe, under which the patient languithes. With 
ſpirits 


— 


— 


* troubled; but on Tueſday he diverted the company with his uſual viva- 
„city, and appeared not to think himſelf in danger: at night he ate his 
* ſupper with a good appetite, and retired to reſt without the leaſt com- 
* plaint, Of death Rzbinſon was not afraid: but the act of parting 
* with his family and friends always appeared to him very diftreſſing, be- 
* cauſe afflictive to ſuch as were left behind. Hence it was, that he 
* often expreſſed a wiſh to die “ ſoftly, ſuddenly, and alone”. On Wed- 
neſday morning he was found dead in his bed: and as the clothes were 
not the leaſt diſcompoſed, nor his features diſtorted, it is probable, that 
this great and amiable man expired exactly as he wiſhed. | 


„He died at Showell-Green, near Birmingham, in the houſe of Wl. 
lam Ruſſſell, the reſpected friend of Dr. Prieſiley, at the age of fifty - 
* four years, and eight months, and was interred by that worthy man, 
in the Diſſenters' burying ground, at Birmingham, with every token of 
* affeCtionate reſpect; and in that pulpit, from which but a week before 
he addrefled a numerous congregation, Dr. Prieſtley preached his fu- 
* neral ſermon.— It is the uſual practice to treaſure up in the memory 
* the dying words of eminent perſons, as teſtimonies to their laſt ſenti- 
ments, or future expectations. But, in the preſent inſtance, the reader 
* muſt purſue his own reflections - < - From his whole appearance a 
« conſiderable time before his death, the preſumption is, that he fell 
« afleep like a fickly child, that ſighed for repoſe”. 


Thus died Rebert Robinſon, * a man of playful wit, of luxuriant ima- 
* gination, of elaborate inveſtigation, of eloquence that led captive admir- 
ing congregations, and of a benevolence that ſighed for a wide- extended 
* ſphere; as a Teacher of Religion, an Unique!'—a man (as it has been 
lately remarked) * too contemptuouſly treated by Mr. Gardiner; and 
* whoſe tranſlation of CLaupt's Treatiſe on the Compoſition of a Sermon, 
* with Notes, Mr. G'. (as the ſame Critick obſerves) would probably 
© peruſe with pleaſure, if he could for a moment forget that Mr. R. com- 
© mitted the unpardonable fin of becoming a Sociniar'”. 


See Analytical Reyiew, February, 1796+ 
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ſpirits depreſſed, and faculties impaired and confuſed, 
a man ſcems not in a proper condition to recollect 
his conduct, or to decide on the paſt or preſent ſtate 
of his mind &. 

I muſt now, Sir, bid you adieu; but not till T 
have made my acknowledgments for your wonderful 
condeſcenſion. 

Without doubt, Sir, it was very kind, and very 
condeſcending in you, to inform a poor © orthogra- 
c“ phical caviller, that when the vowel takes the 
« found of a ſemi-conſonant, the euphonic article 
“ ſhould be à and not an; thus it is as well to ſay 
an year, or, an youth, as an union]. 1 heartily 

H | thank 


r 


Very juſt and appoſite, in my opinion, are the following ſentiments, 
which the eloquent Rouſſeau makes his dying Julia utter, in her inimit- 
able Addreſs to her Paſtor: —* Voila, Monſieur, ce que j' avois d' eſſenciel 
à vous dire ſur les ſentiments que j'ai profeſſes. Sur tout le reſte mon 
© etat preſent vous rẽpond pour moi, Diſtraite par le mal, livree au dẽlire 
de la fievre, eſt-il tems d'eſſayer de raiſonner mieux que je n' ai fait 
jouiſſant d'un entendement auſſi ſain que je Vai regu? Si je me ſuis 
* trompee alors, me tromperois-je moins aujourd'hui, & dans I abatte- 
* ment od je ſuis dẽpend- il de moi de croire autre choſe que ce que j ai 
© cru Etant en ſantẽ? C'eſt Ia raiſon qui decide du ſentiment qu' on prẽ- 
fete, & la mienne ayant perdu ſes meilleures fonctions, quèlle autoritẽ 
« peut donner ce qui m'en reſte aux opinions que j'adopterois fans elle? 
© Que me reſte-t-il donc deſormais à faire? C'eſt de m'en rapporter a ce 
que j'ai cru ci-devant : car la droiture d'intention eſt la mEme, & j'ai 
e jugement de moins. | 

| La Nouvelle Heloiſe. 
Tome iv. Lettre 22. 


Reflections &c. p. 15. Note. 


But why orthographical caviller? Apparently, becauſe Mr. G. did 
not attend to the meaning of the word. I have had nothing to fay to 
his orthography. — Writers, before they undertake to cenſure others, ſhould 
at leaſt endeavour to be correct chemſelves. 
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thank you for the information; but, to confeſs the 
truth, as I did not find myſelf greatly enlightened 
by your account of ſemi- conſonants, I was fain to have 
recourſe to what (with ſubmiſſion) I eſteem a better 
guide; and that is LowTH's Introduction to Engliſh 
Grammar ; a work, which a late Writer wiſhes every 
© man, accuſtomed to develope his thoughts to the pub- 
© lic?, would ſtudy; and in which I find it obſerved 
by the learned Author, that © the article a becomes 
© an before a vowel, y and 20 excepted*:—And he 
adds, in a Note, that © the pronunciation of y, or 20, 
© as part of a diphthong at the beginning of a word, 
© requires ſuch an effort in the conformation of the 
parts of the mouth, as does not eaſily admit of 
© the article an before them. In other caſes, the 
© article an in a manner coaleſces with the vowel 
© which it precedes*, The obſervation appears to 


be juſt: and if fo, it cannot be © as well to ſay 


« an Youth, as an Union”.—I could mention 
other authorities; but I forbear; preſuming that 
every impartial and competent judge would be ready 
to exclaim, | 

Utitur in re non dubid teſtibus non neceſſarits, 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
The Author of the Remarks. 


March, 1796. 


ERRATUM. 


NOTE OMITTED 

P. 47. the blunt Miſſionary.) The celebrated Abbe Maury, in his 
« Principles of Eloquence”, (ſect. 18.) treats of the Oratory of theſe 
blunt Mifſionaries*.—* If', ſays he, there be extant among us any 
* traces of this ancient and energetic eloquence, [the Eloquence of the 
Roman Orator, ] which is © nothing elſe than the original voice of nature, 
*1t is among the Miſſionaries, and in the country, where we muſt ſeek 
* for examples. There, ſome Apoſtolic men, endowed with a vigorous 
and bold imagination, know no other ſucceſs than Converſions, no other 
* applauſes than Tears. Often devoid of taſte, they deſcend, I confeſs, 
to burleſque details; but they forcibly ſtrike the ſenſes; their threaten- 
* ings impreſs terror; the people liſten to them with profit; many among 
* them have ſublime ſtrokes; and an Orator doth not hear them without 
* advantage, when he is ſkilled in obſerving the important effects of this 
© art. 

M. Bridaine, the man, who, in the preſent age, is the moſt juſtly 
celebrated in this way, was born with a popular eloquence, abounding 
* with metaphorical and ftriking expreſſions ; and no one ever poſſeſled, 
in a higher degree, the rare talent of arreſting the attention of an aſſem- 
* bled multitude. —He had ſo fine a voice, as to render credible all the 
* wonders which hiſtory relates of the declamation of the ancients, for he 
„was as eaſily heard by ten thouſand people in the open fields, as if he 
had ſpoken under the moſt reſounding arch'. | 

The Abbe proceeds to give ſome ſpecimens of M. Bridaine's eloquence, 
and obſerves, that * his thundering voice added a new energy to it; and 
© the auditory, familiarized to his language and ideas, appeared in diſmay 
© before him. The profound filence which reigned in the congregations 
« eſpecially when he preached until the approach of night, was interrupted 
© from time to time, and in a manner very perceptible, by the long 
* and mournful fighs, which proceeded, all at once, from every corner of 
* the church, where he was ſpeaking. 

« Orators', (exclaims M. Maury ), © ye who arewwholly engroſſed about 
your own reputation, fall at the feet of this Apoſtolic Man, and learn 
from a Miſſionary, wherein true eloquence conſiſts, —The People! the 
People! they are the principal, and perhaps, the beſt judges of your 
* talents !? 

The Engliſh Tranſlator very juſtly remarks, that the deſcription and 
character given by M. Maury to Bridaine bears, in various reſpects, à 
conſiderable reſemblance to Y/hirfield. 
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Lately Publiſhed, Price One Shilling, and may be had of the ſame 
Bookſellers, | 8 
R EMARES on a SERMON entitled © THE DUTIES OF 
A SOLDIER ILLUSTRATED AND ENFORCED. 
Preached at Taux rox, Wedneſday, Auguſt 6, 1794, at the 


CONSECRATION of the CoLouRrs of the SOMERSET LIGHT 


By the Rev. JOHN GARDINER.” 


To which is added, A POSTSCRIPT, containing ſome 
STRICTURES on a SERMON preached on Sunday, 
Auguſt 31, 1794, before the Yzovit VOLUNTEER CORPS 
OF YEOMANRY CAVALRY. | 


By the Rev. WILLIAM LANGDON, B. 5. 
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REMARKS on a SERMON preached at TaunToy, on 
Wedneſday the 25th of February, 1795, (being the 
Day appointed for a GENERAL FasT;)  _ p 


By the Rev. JOHN GAR DNK. 


To which is added, A POSTSCRIPT, containing ſome 
STRICTURES on a SERMON preached at YzoviL, on 
the ſame Day | . 


By GEORGE BEAVER, B. D. 


